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PPS RECORDS FOR 
53 PARADE STREET 

PLAT 35, LOT 189 
 

Previously known as:          7 Parade Street, ca 1847-1870 
27 Parade Street, ca 1871-1895 

 
JOHN AND SUSAN A. MILLER HOUSE 

Built between 1845 and 1847 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
“A 2-1/2 story wood frame, flank-gable, shingle, symmetrical house with two interior 
chimneys, center hall plan, and late 19th century gable porch enclosing paneled pilaster, 
entablature, and sidelights entry treatment.” 
 --Broadway-Armory Historic District National Register  Nomination Form 
 
The house stands on a 4,278 sq. ft. lot on the west side of Parade Street, between 
Willow and Oak Streets.  The block is bounded by Oak Street on the north, Sycamore 
Street on the west, and Willow Street on the south.  53 Parade Street is the second lot 
north of Willow Street and the third lot south of Oak Street. 
 
HISTORY: 
 
The house at 53 Parade Street is one of the two earliest houses on Parade Street.  It 
first appears on the 1857 map, but was built about a decade earlier.  In 1845, John and 
Susan Miller purchased a vacant lot at the corner of Parade and Willow Street (known 
as Lot #73 on the Christian Hill Plat) from Rufus Waterman, one of the heirs of Nathan 
and Rufus Waterman.  Two years later, they sold the lot with buildings and 
improvements on it to Edwin Sawyer.  Within the year, Sawyer had moved to 
Massachusetts, and in January 1848 he sold the property to Cyrus T. Eddy, a carpenter 
and lumber dealer.  Cyrus Eddy subdivided the lot in two, and in October 1848 he sold 
the northern section, containing this house, to Richard Eddy, a clerk.  By 1854, when 
this property first appears in tax records, it was identified as Lot #189 in Assessor’s Plat 
35.  (The southern portion of Cyrus Eddy’s land was numbered #190 in the Assessor’s 
Plat.)  
 
The original address of this house was 7 Parade Street.  Members of the Eddy family 
owned the property and lived in the house from 1848 to 1879, during which time the 
address changed to 27 Parade.  After buying this property from Cyrus T. Eddy in 1848, 
Richard and Hopey Eddy owned and lived at 7 Parade Street until they sold it to 
Thomas W. Eddy in October 1855.  Thomas W. Eddy, wholesale druggist at 373 High 
Street, occupied the property until 1878.  The house was sold at a public auction and 
purchased by Mary M. Richards, wife of Herbert A. Richards on July 21, 1879.   
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DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT1: 
 
After the founding of Providence in 1636, the area west of the Providence River was 
initially used for common grazing land.  Isolated farmsteads began to appear on the 
“West Side” in the 18th century, after several highways were built leading to the 
hinterlands of the Providence Plantations and to distant towns in other British colonies.  
The Plainfield Road (portions of which were later called High Street, and now 
Westminster Street), was laid out in 1711, extending from the Providence River many 
miles westward into Connecticut; the Moshanticut Road, now Cranston Street, was built 
by 1717.  By the time of the Revolutionary War, more than 1,600 people lived on the 
West Side.  Both Parade and Messer Streets were laid out by the end of the 18th 
century. 
 
In 1798, the area now bounded by Parade, Willow, Messer and Westminster Streets 
was a 20-acre farm belonging to Nathan and Rufus Waterman.  (The Watermans also 
owned extensive property on College Hill; Waterman Street is named after them.)  The 
Watermans’ farm on the West Side, known as Christian Hill, was first platted for 
residential development in 1830: Parade Street is shown on that plat map.   
 
By the middle of the 19th century, Providence was growing increasingly industrialized 
and urbanized. The introduction of public transportation (horse-drawn streetcars) along 
Westminster and Cranston Streets in the 1860s facilitated development on the West 
Side at a much faster pace.  By 1900 the area surrounding the Dexter Parade Ground 
had become a densely built upper and middle-class suburban neighborhood.  Today 
known variously as the Armory District or the West Broadway neighborhood, its 
population is more economically and culturally diverse, but the 19th century housing 
stock remains largely intact. 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Broadway-Armory 
National Register District as “House (ca 1830).”  [Nonetheless, deed research clearly 
indicates that the house was not constructed until between 1845 and 1847.]   
 
Also located within the Armory Historic District, designated by the City of Providence, 
and subject to the jurisdiction of the Providence Historic District Commission.  
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  
Plate XVII shows that the future site of 53 Parade Street within Nathan and Rufus 

                                                      
1 From “The West Side, Providence,” RI Historical Preservation Commission Survey Report, 1976; PPS 
Records for 33 Oak Street; and plat maps. 
 



PPS Records for 53 Parade Street  Page 3 
 
 
Waterman’s 20 acre parcel bounded by Dexter Lane on the east (Parade Street,) 
Plainfield Road on the north (Westminster Street,) New Highway between Plainfield and 
Cranston Roads on the west (Messer Street,) and Nathan Jacobs’ 20 acre property to 
the south.  
 
1830:  “Plat of Lots on Christian Hill in the City of Providence owned by Heirs of Nathan 
and Rufus Waterman, deceased,” surveyed December 18, 1830 by S.B. Cushing Co. 
and recorded February 22, 1822 in Plat Book 1, Page 6 (copied on card 2).  The map 
shows High (Westminster), Oak and Willow Streets laid out between Parade and 
Messer Streets.  Lot #73 is the corner lot on the west side of Parade Street and on the 
north side of (Willow) Street.  The lot is 76 feet on Parade Street, 100 feet on the north, 
and 133 feet on the south (Willow Street.)  [Note:  the northern part of this lot is where 
53 Parade Street now stands.]   
 
1848:  “Plat of the Division of the Richard Waterman of Coventry estates, made by order 
of the commissioners appointed by the Court of Probate (Coventry) on January 8, 1848, 
by Atwater Schubarth & Haines (surveyed and platted December 18, 1830 by S.B. 
Cushing), recorded August 4, 1848 in Plat Book 3, Page 77 (copied on card 97).  Also, 
“Plat of House Lots on Christian Hill belonging to heirs of Rufus and Nathan Waterman,” 
surveyed and platted October 9, 1848 by Atwater, Schubarth & Haines (copied by J.A. 
Latham May 1895), recorded in Plat Book 23, Page 11 (copied on card 699).  These 
maps replicate the original 1830 plat, although the first shows today’s Oak Street named 
Willow Street, and today’s Willow named Oak. Lot #73 is on the west side of Parade 
Street, at the corner of Willow Street.  The lot shows two measurements along Parade 
Street:  40.4 and 39.5 feet on Parade Street; 131 feet on the north; and 158.6 feet on 
the south.  [Note:  the northern part of this lot is where 53 Parade Street now stands.]   
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling:  Page C2 shows the block presently 
bounded by Parade Street on the east, Oak Street on the north, Sycamore Street on the 
west, and Willow Street on the south.  The block is platted, but only two houses are built 
within this block.  The subject property is on the second lot north of Willow Street and 
the fourth lot south of Oak Street.  The footprint appears to be a frame building on 
Parade Street with what looks like a small addition in the rear and what looks like an 
outbuilding.  The other built house is on the next lot to the north on Parade Street.   
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co.:  Vol. 2, Plate L shows the 
block bounded by Parade, Oak, Sycamore, and Willow Streets.   The house on the 
second lot to the north of Willow Street is shown on the map as 27 Parade Street.  The 
footprint of the house appears as it does today.  The owner is not identified.  The lot is 
5,560 sq. feet.  (The house next door to the north on Parade Street is identified as being 
owned by Jno E. Potter.)  Most of the block is developed.   
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 15, shows the block 
bounded by Parade, Oak, Sycamore, and Willow Streets.  The owner of the second lot 
to the north of Willow Street is shown to be H. A. Richards.  There is no house number 
shown on this map, but there is a small frame house #23 on the north and a small frame 
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house #29 to the south on the corner of Parade and Willow Streets.  There is a water 
line present on Parade Street.  Most of the block is developed.   
   
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 10, shows the block 
bounded by Parade, Oak, Sycamore, and Willow Streets.  #27 Parade Street is a 5,560 
sq. ft. lot.  Water and sewer lines are shown on Parade Street.  Trolley lines are shown 
on Westminster Street and Cranston Street.  By 1895, most of the area is developed.  
[Note:  despite the address depicted on this map, directories indicate that the address 
changed to 53 Parade Street as of 1895.] 
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 35 shows that the block bounded by Parade, Oak, 
Sycamore, and Willow Streets.  Lot #189 on Parade Street measures 5,560 sq. ft.  No 
buildings or owner names are shown on this map. 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co.:  Plate 15 shows the block 
bounded by Parade, Oak, Sycamore, and Willow Streets.  The house at 53 Parade 
Street stands on a 5,560 sq. ft. lot owned by E. L. Richards.  Water and sewer lines are 
shown on Parade Street.  Trolley lines are shown on Westminster and Cranston 
Streets.   
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.:  Plate 7 shows the block 
bounded by Parade, Oak, Sycamore, and Willow Streets.  The house is shown without 
a house number on a 5,560 sq. ft. lot owned by L. J. Brown.  Water and sewer lines are 
shown on Parade Street.  Trolley lines are shown on Westminster and Cranston 
Streets.  The map refers to the Rufus and Nathan Waterman, Heirs Plat.   
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.:  Plate 7 shows the block 
bounded by Parade, Oak, Sycamore, and Willow Streets.  The house at 53 Parade 
Street is on a 5,560 sq. ft. lot owned by L. Brown.  The map also shows an adjacent 
2,373 sq. ft. lot at 13 Willow Street owned by G. Brown.  Water and sewer lines are 
shown on Parade Street.  The map refers to the Rufus and Nathan Waterman, Heirs 
Plat (plat card 699.)   
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.: Plate 7 shows the block 
bounded by Parade, Oak, Sycamore, and Willow Streets.  The house at 53 Parade 
Street is on a 4,278 sq. ft. lot owned by S. Brown.  The map also shows an adjacent 
2,373 sq. ft. lot at 13 Willow Street owned by G. Brown.   Water and sewer lines are 
shown on Parade Street.  The map refers to the Rufus and Nathan Waterman, Heirs 
Plat (plat card 2 and 699.)   
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 95, Page 100:  On May 21, 1845, Rufus and Elizabeth B. Waterman of 
Providence sold to John Miller of Providence for $225, one lot of land with all 
improvements thereon, situated on Button Wood Plain [so called] in the sixth ward, 
identified as lot number 73 as delineated on a Plat of Lots on Christian Hill in the City of 
Providence owned by the heirs of Nathan Waterman and Rufus Waterman deceased.   
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Deed Book 106, Page 236:  On April 27, 1847, John and Susan A. Miller of Providence, 
sold to Edwin Sawyer of Providence, for $500 lot of land with all the buildings and 
improvements thereon situated on the west side of the River in Providence on Button 
Woods Plain (so called) and is bounded by Common Street in the sixth ward and is Lot 
numbered 73 as delineated on a Plat of Lots on Christian Hill in the City of Providence 
owned by the heirs of Nathan Waterman and Rufus Waterman deceased.   
 
Deed Book 110, Page 23:  On January 29, 1848, Edwin Sawyer, yeoman of Templeton 
in Worcester County, sold to Cyrus T. Eddy, carpenter of Gloucester, a lot of land as 
described in the deed of John Miller to Edwin Sawyer, with all the buildings and 
improvements thereon.  
 
Deed Book 112, Page 223:  On October 25, 1848, Cyrus T. and Eliza A. Eddy of 
Providence, sold to Richard Eddy of Providence a lot situated westerly on land of the 
heirs of Nathan and Rufus Waterman, northerly on land now or lately owned by John E. 
Potter, easterly on Common or Parade Street and southerly by a line parallel with the 
north line of said lot just 40 feet therefrom.  “Meaning hereby to convey the northerly 
part of the lot I purchased from Edwin Sawyer January 29, 1848, and to be just 40 feet 
at the east and west ends of said lot.”  [Note:  no buildings are mentioned in this deed, 
although other records indicate that the house was standing at this time.] 
 
Deed Book 143, Page 157:  On October 30, 1855, Richard Eddy of Providence, sold to 
Thomas W. Eddy one undivided half of a certain lot of land situated westerly on land of 
the heirs of Nathan and Rufus Waterman, northerly on land now or lately owned by 
John E. Potter, easterly on Common or Parade Street and southerly by land now owned 
by Cyrus T. Eddy by a line parallel with the north line of said lot just 40 feet therefrom.  
“It being the lot I purchased from Cyrus T. Eddy by deed bearing the date 25th day of 
October, 1848.  The lot being 40 feet in width at the west end and east end the same.”   
[Note:  no buildings are mentioned in this deed, although other records indicate that the 
house was standing at this time.] 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
No records found for 7, 27, or 53 Parade Street. 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were 
published in a book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total 
assessment for any real and personal property (without specifying where real estate 
was located), and the total tax due.  Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized 
by property owner name) indicating the plat and lot number of any real estate and the 
assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
Ledger A3.292:  As of August 1, 1854, Richard Eddy owned Plat 35 Lot 189, containing 
5,060 sq. ft. of land valued at $708 and $600 for a building.  [Note:  no earlier tax 
records specific to this property were found.] 
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Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; these also included a house 
directory, listing residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894 and again since 
1937. 
1850 No records found. 
 
1851 Richard Eddy lived at 7 Parade Street. 

Cyrus T. Eddy, carpenter, lived at 7 Parade Street. 
 

1856  Richard Eddy, clerk, lived at 7 Parade Street. 
Cyrus T. Eddy, carpenter and lumber dealer, lived at 7 Parade Street. 
Thomas W. Eddy, druggist, lived at 7 Parade Street. 

 
1870 Thomas W. Eddy lived at 7 Parade Street. 

 
1871 Thomas W. Eddy, wholesale druggist at 373 High Street,  lived at 27 

Parade Street. 
 

1880 Herbert A. Richards, of Hartwell, Richards & Co. (wholesale dry goods) at 
68 Weybosset Street lived at 27 Parade Street. 

 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
PARADE STREET – PLAT 35, LOT 189 
 
Mary M. Richards, wife of Herbert A. Richards, owned the property as of January 1, 

1896. 
Ellen L. Richards owned the property as of November 1, 1898. 
Herbert A. Richards owned the property as of April 1, 1909. 
Herbert A. Richards Estate owned the property as of June 15, 1915. 
Lydia J. Brown, wife of George Thurber Brown, owned the property as of January 1, 

1916. 
Lydia J. Brown, widow of George Thurber Brown, owned by property as of March 1927. 
Samuel W. Brown owned the property as of January 1928. 
Samuel W. Brown, Stella C. Brown, and Virginia B. Lepore owned the property as of 

March 1945. 
Virginia b. Lepore owned the property as of March 28, 1968. (Ref D. Rec. and WB 

12/297.) 
Naomi Young owned the property as of February 25, 1972.  (Ref DB 1165/1037.) 
Kildeer Realty owned the property as of October 15, 1999.  (Ref DB 4204/258 and Tax 

Sale.) 
Della Reams owned the property as of July 14, 2003.  (Ref DB 5896/263.) 
  
     Research compiled by Judith A. Barlow, July 2006 
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